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Disclaimer 
Acknowledgement th�s toolk�t has been developed as part of the ERASMUS+ Small
Scale Partnersh�p  �n adult educat�on (KA210-ADU) project “Strengthen�ng
Commun�ty Bonds and Cultural Integrat�on Through Arts for M�grants and Locals”
funded by the European Comm�ss�on under Grant Agreement number 2024-2-
EE01-KA210-ADU-000286351.

The project has a durat�on of 15 month, and th�s publ�cat�on was released on 15
May 2025. Th�s project was made poss�ble through the collaborat�ve efforts of our
partners: 

SATU (EST)
CESTA (SK)
DUNAJ (PL)

Spec�al thanks to the youth workers and fac�l�tators who brought the�r creat�v�ty,
stor�es, and perspect�ves �nto every step of the development of the toolk�t.

D�scla�mer 
The European Comm�ss�on's support for the product�on of th�s publ�cat�on does
not const�tute an endorsement of the content, wh�ch reflects the v�ews only of
the partners, and the Comm�ss�on cannot be held respons�ble for any use wh�ch
may be made of the �nformat�on conta�ned there�n.

Copyr�ght not�ce 
Th�s l�cense allows users to d�str�bute, rem�x, adapt, and bu�ld upon the mater�al �n
any med�um or format for noncommerc�al purposes only, prov�ded that
attr�but�on �s g�ven to the or�g�nal source. Any adaptat�ons must be shared under
the same l�cense terms. If you use or adapt content from th�s publ�cat�on, please
�nclude the follow�ng statement:

"Th�s content has been developed us�ng mater�als from the CONNEX -
Strengthen�ng Commun�ty Bonds and Cultural Integrat�on Through Arts for
M�grants and Locals project (Project Number: 2024-2-EE01-KA210-ADU-
000286351)."

All v�suals used �n th�s publ�cat�on are sourced from the partners, part�c�pat�ng
�nst�tut�ons or Canva.
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About the Project
Th�s project a�ms to fac�l�tat�ng the successful �ntegrat�on of refugees �nto the�r
new commun�t�es wh�le also work�ng to strengthen ne�ghborhood connect�ons. By
organ�z�ng a range of �nclus�ve act�v�t�es and cultural exchanges, we a�m to support
newcomers �n adapt�ng to the�r new env�ronment and s�multaneously foster a
stronger sense of commun�ty among all res�dents. Through these efforts, we seek
to bu�ld a more cohes�ve and support�ve env�ronment that embraces d�vers�ty and
encourages mutual respect.

Object�ves: 
1.Help�ng m�grants and refugees settle �nto the�r new commun�t�es by

encourag�ng mean�ngful �nteract�ons and bu�ld�ng strong connect�ons between
locals and newcomers. 

2.Us�ng art and cultural events to br�ng people together, so everyone can better
understand each other and feel l�ke they belong. 

3.Offer�ng tra�n�ng to m�grant workers on how to organ�ze commun�ty events,
w�th a focus on cultural awareness, plann�ng, and gett�ng locals �nvolved. 

4.Creat�ng opportun�t�es for cultural exchange through hands-on workshops,
where m�grants and locals can come together, celebrate trad�t�ons, and
strengthen commun�ty t�es. 

5.Putt�ng together a Commun�ty Integrat�on Toolk�t, packed w�th pract�cal, art-
based �deas for events that help m�grants and locals connect and collaborate. 

6.Spread�ng the word about why cultural d�vers�ty and �ntegrat�on matter by
produc�ng a v�deo that showcases successful examples of bu�ld�ng stronger,
more connected ne�ghborhoods.

Module l�st of the Toolk�t:
Module 1 Organ�z�ng Inclus�ve Commun�ty Events prepared by CESTA.
Module 2 Bu�ld�ng Cultural Sens�t�v�ty and Awareness prepared by SATU. 
Module 3 Encourag�ng Ne�ghborly Interact�ons prepared by DUNAJ.
Module 4 Art as a Tool for Soc�al Integrat�on prepared by DUNAJ.
Module 5 Organ�z�ng Cultural and Trad�t�onal Fest�v�t�es prepared by CESTA.
Module 6 Collaborat�ve Volunteer Projects through Art and Culture
prepared by SATU.
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Introduction: Organizing
Inclusive Community Events

MODULE 1



Community events 
have the power to shape the way people
feel about themselves and each other.
They create the cond�t�ons for fr�endsh�p,
d�alogue, collaborat�on, and shared
memory. For m�grant workers and
newcomers, such events can be the f�rst
step toward feel�ng at home. Th�s module �s
des�gned as a start�ng po�nt—a w�de
�ntroduct�on to the values, pr�nc�ples, and
formats beh�nd �nclus�ve event plann�ng.

Inclusion means 
more than just �nv�t�ng everyone.
It means th�nk�ng carefully about
access�b�l�ty, representat�on, and
emot�onal safety. It means recogn�z�ng
and valu�ng the un�que contr�but�ons that
each person br�ngs, and creat�ng spaces
where people are not only present, but
genu�nely engaged. Over the next f�ve
modules, you w�ll f�nd d�fferent approaches
to �nclus�ve commun�ty bu�ld�ng.

Module 1 Organ�z�ng Inclus�ve Commun�ty Events

Rather than d�v�ng �nto one spec�f�c type of act�v�ty, th�s module g�ves a b�rd’s-eye
v�ew of f�ve d�fferent k�nds of events that can help foster connect�on between
m�grants and local commun�t�es. These events are not meant to be perfect
models, but flex�ble and adaptable �deas that can grow �n d�fferent contexts. We
hope that by learn�ng about these d�fferent types of act�v�t�es, you w�ll be �nsp�red
to create your own �nclus�ve gather�ngs

Resource: Spoločná cesta

Each module focuses on a d�st�nct type of event or act�v�ty, offer�ng not just
descr�pt�ons, but deeper reflect�ons on the theory and purpose beh�nd each
format. Here �s what you can expect:

Resource: Spoločná cesta
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Module 2: Bu�ld�ng Cultural Sens�t�v�ty and Awareness
Th�s module explores how cutlery-or�ented events can create respectful spaces
for exchange. Us�ng a Chr�stmas Decorat�ng Workshop as a model, �t shows how
shared cultural r�tuals can help part�c�pants d�scover common ground wh�le
learn�ng about d�fferences. Part�c�pants from both m�grant and local backgrounds
take part equally, where belong�ng and co-creat�on promoted.

Module 1 Organ�z�ng Inclus�ve Commun�ty Events

Module 3: Encourag�ng Ne�ghborly Interact�ons
Everyday gestures l�ke shar�ng a meal or exchang�ng a greet�ng can make a b�g
d�fference �n bu�ld�ng commun�ty. Th�s module focuses on �nformal events l�ke the
Know Your Ne�ghbor �n�t�at�ve, where small acts of hosp�tal�ty lead to b�g �mpacts.
Through pract�ces l�ke offer�ng trad�t�onal food, prepar�ng small g�fts, or
organ�z�ng outdoor gather�ngs, m�grants are encouraged to take the lead �n
form�ng mean�ngful connect�ons w�th�n the�r ne�ghborhoods.

Module 4: Art as a Tool for Soc�al Integrat�on
Art allows people to speak w�thout words, and th�s module explores how
creat�v�ty can become a br�dge between cultures. It h�ghl�ghts �nclus�ve art�st�c
workshops where part�c�pants express the�r emot�ons and stor�es through hands-
on des�gns. Whether pa�nt�ng coasters or co-des�gn�ng publ�c art, these
collaborat�ve efforts promote empathy and mutual recogn�t�on. Art becomes a
shared language for �nclus�on.

Module 5: Organ�z�ng Cultural and Trad�t�onal Fest�v�t�es
Publ�c celebrat�ons of cultural her�tage can strengthen commun�ty bonds. Th�s
module presents models for organ�z�ng larger, publ�c-fac�ng events that celebrate
d�vers�ty—such as cultural fest�vals or nat�onal day celebrat�ons. Part�c�pants
learn how to ensure fa�r representat�on, coord�nate log�st�cs, and promote
respectful cur�os�ty. Events l�ke these become powerful platforms for v�s�b�l�ty
and shar�ng what �s common.

Module 6: Collaborat�ve Volunteer Projects through Art and Culture
In th�s f�nal module, we look at photo exh�b�t�ons and creat�ve projects that g�ve
vo�ce to personal exper�ences. M�grants and locals al�ke are �nv�ted to reflect on
what a place means to them—through photography, storytell�ng, or symbol�c acts
of commun�ty part�c�pat�on. These collaborat�ve projects not only create beauty,
but also foster trust, bu�ld networks, and make v�s�ble the unseen stor�es that
shape our commun�t�es.
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Each of these modules comes w�th �ts own focus, structure, and set of tools.
What un�tes them �s the bel�ef that commun�t�es are strongest when they
are bu�lt together—w�th care, cur�os�ty, and mutual respect.

Module 1 Organ�z�ng Inclus�ve Commun�ty Events

We have chosen not to �nclude spec�f�c act�v�t�es or case stud�es �n th�s f�rst
module. Instead, th�s �ntroductory sect�on offers a v�s�on and a structure: f�ve
types of events, f�ve ways to create mean�ngful encounters, f�ve approaches to
bu�ld�ng �nclus�ve commun�t�es. The deta�ls come later—but the m�ndset
starts here.

As you move forward through the toolk�t, we encourage you to read each module
w�th an open m�nd and w�th a w�llful sp�r�t. Imag�ne how the models could be
adapted to your own context. Th�nk about your commun�ty’s needs, �ts rhythms,
and �ts stor�es. You don’t need to do everyth�ng exactly as descr�bed. What
matters most �s your �ntent�on—to br�ng people together �n ways that are
respectful, welcom�ng, and human. We hope th�s toolk�t serves not only
as a resource, but as an �nv�tat�on to organ�ze events where everyone feel
they belong.

Resource: Spoločná cesta
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Building Cultural Sensitivity
and Awareness

MODULE 2



Introduction
Th�s module, Bu�ld�ng Cultural Sens�t�v�ty and Awareness, �s des�gned to help
part�c�pants develop the knowledge, att�tudes, and sk�lls necessary to engage
respectfully and effect�vely across cultural d�fferences. In today’s d�verse
commun�t�es, cultural sens�t�v�ty �s a key competency for creat�ng �nclus�ve
env�ronments where everyone feels valued, understood, and safe.

The module uses a pract�cal, �nteract�ve approach — for example, through
seasonal or trad�t�on-based workshops — to explore how cultural bel�efs, values,
and behav�ors �nfluence the way people commun�cate, celebrate, and collaborate.
Part�c�pants learn to recogn�ze cultural assumpt�ons (the�r own and others’),
reflect on b�as, and pract�ce empathy. The module supports fac�l�tators,
volunteers, educators, and commun�ty workers �n foster�ng env�ronments where
cultural d�vers�ty �s acknowledged as a strength rather than a barr�er.

Theoretical Frameworks
The concept of cultural sens�t�v�ty �s grounded �n �ntercultural�sm theory, wh�ch
emphas�zes mean�ngful �nteract�on between people of d�fferent cultural
backgrounds. Rather than promot�ng ass�m�lat�on, �ntercultural�sm supports
mutual learn�ng and adaptat�on through open d�alogue and shared exper�ences. In
th�s v�ew, cultural sens�t�v�ty �s not pass�ve tolerance, but an act�ve process of
understand�ng others wh�le reflect�ng cr�t�cally on one’s own cultural lens.

From a commun�ty development perspect�ve, bu�ld�ng cultural sens�t�v�ty �s
essent�al to strengthen�ng soc�al cap�tal, part�cularly br�dg�ng cap�tal—the trust
and cooperat�on between d�verse groups. Soc�olog�st M�lton J. Bennett’s
Developmental Model of Intercultural Sens�t�v�ty (DMIS) offers a useful
framework: �t �dent�f�es stages people go through as they become more
�nterculturally competent, from den�al of d�fference to �ntegrat�on of mult�ple
perspect�ves. Th�s module appl�es these �ns�ghts �n a pract�cal sett�ng, encourag�ng
growth through �nteract�on, empathy, and co-creat�on.

Module 2 Bu�ld�ng Cultural Sens�t�v�ty and Awareness

Resource: Bennett, M. J. (2017). Development model of intercultural sensitivity. In Kim, Y. (Ed.),
International Encyclopedia of Intercultural Communication. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons.
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Activity: Christmas
Decoration Workshop
Th�s act�v�ty �nv�tes m�grants and local res�dents to come together and co-create w�nter or
Chr�stmas-themed decorat�ons �n an �nclus�ve, welcom�ng env�ronment. Rather than
focus�ng on rel�g�ous aspects, the workshop h�ghl�ghts un�versal values such as warmth,
l�ght, togetherness, and creat�v�ty.

Part�c�pants from d�verse cultural backgrounds decorate a shared commun�ty space wh�le
exchang�ng stor�es and trad�t�ons related to w�nter celebrat�ons. The act of mak�ng
decorat�ons becomes a mean�ngful way to explore cultural d�fferences, recogn�ze
common values, and promote respectful d�alogue. Th�s act�v�ty supports the
development of cultural sens�t�v�ty by us�ng art and shared exper�ences as a br�dge
between commun�t�es.

Module 2 Bu�ld�ng Cultural Sens�t�v�ty and Awareness

How to use �t
Th�s act�v�ty can be used as a pract�cal �ntroduct�on to cultural sens�t�v�ty tra�n�ng. 
It encourages part�c�pants to:

Explore the�r own cultural pract�ces
Learn about others' trad�t�ons
Reflect on symbols, hab�ts, and emot�onal assoc�at�ons t�ed to hol�days and seasons

Fac�l�tators can use �t as a warm-up for broader �ntercultural learn�ng or as a stand-alone
commun�ty-bu�ld�ng event.

T�me Plan
Welcome & Introduct�on (10 m�ns):

Br�ef talk on how hol�days and decorat�ons carry d�fferent mean�ngs across cultures.
Part�c�pants are �nv�ted to reflect on w�nter trad�t�ons from the�r own backgrounds.

Creat�ve Decorat�ng Sess�on (45–60 m�ns):
Mater�als prov�ded (paper, p�necones, fabr�cs, gl�tter, markers).
Part�c�pants create ornaments and share personal stor�es �n small groups.

Symbol Storytell�ng & Exchange (20 m�ns):
Groups present the�r decorat�ons and the story or mean�ng beh�nd them.
Fac�l�tators connect these to broader themes of �nclus�on and d�vers�ty.

Reflect�on & Group Photo (10 m�ns):
Clos�ng c�rcle where each part�c�pant shares one �ns�ght or new perspect�ve.
Opt�on to d�splay the decorat�ons �n a publ�c venue.
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Activity Title: Christmas
Decoration Workshop

Module 2 Bu�ld�ng Cultural Sens�t�v�ty and Awareness

Act�v�ty Type
Commun�ty Art Workshop
Seasonal Cultural Exchange
Exper�ent�al Learn�ng

Target Group
M�grants and refugees
Local res�dents
Volunteers, educators, and youth workers
M�xed-age, m�xed-background commun�ty groups

When to use �t?
Dur�ng December, near the Chr�stmas season or other culturally s�gn�f�cant
w�nter hol�days.

Mater�als Needed
Recycled and craft mater�als (paper, p�necones, felt, sc�ssors, glue, etc.)
Tables and cha�rs
Soft background mus�c (opt�onal)
D�splay space or wall for ornaments
Warm beverages/snacks (to encourage �nformal connect�on)

Sk�lls Adressed
Empathy and perspect�ve-tak�ng
Act�ve l�sten�ng
Intercultural commun�cat�on
Symbol�c �nterpretat�on and express�on
Creat�ve collaborat�on
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Recommendations
about the module

Module 2 Bu�ld�ng Cultural Sens�t�v�ty and Awareness

T�ps for Learners
There �s no “r�ght way” to decorate—focus on what the symbols

mean to you
Ask others about the�r trad�t�ons and l�sten w�thout judgment
Use the space to express how w�nter feels emot�onally, not just v�sually
Enjoy the process—creat�v�ty opens doors to connect�on!

Cons�der
Frame the workshop around rel�g�ous doctr�ne
Focus only on aesthet�cs—pr�or�t�ze connect�on
Overstructure the event; allow room for spontane�ty
Assume everyone �s fam�l�ar w�th Chr�stmas or w�nter trad�t�ons

Vo�ces from the Event

“I loved mak�ng someth�ng beaut�ful w�th people I just met—�t felt
l�ke home.”

-Part�c�pant from Turkey 

“We shared our stor�es w�th sc�ssors and glue. No translat�on needed.” 
-Part�c�pant from Ukra�ne 

“For a moment, we were just ne�ghbors, not fore�gners.” 
-SATU MTÜ team member
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Encouraging Neighborly
Interactions

MODULE 3

"A good friend, a good neighbor, can help you find yourself as a migrant." 
Source: Social Capital and Integration for People from Refugee and Asylum-Seeking Backgrounds



Introduction
Bu�ld�ng connect�ons w�th ne�ghbors �s one of the s�mplest yet most powerful
ways to support m�grant �ntegrat�on. Th�s module explores how �nformal, everyday
�nteract�ons—l�ke exchang�ng food, greet�ngs, or part�c�pat�ng �n shared trad�t�ons
—can create trust, fam�l�ar�ty, and a sense of belong�ng. Through pract�cal
examples and creat�ve act�v�t�es, �t h�ghl�ghts how small gestures can lead to
strong, �nclus�ve commun�t�es.

Theoretical Frameworks
Informal soc�al �nteract�ons are a cruc�al part of �ntegrat�on processes, espec�ally
at the ne�ghborhood level. The concept of Informal Soc�al Integrat�on (Penn�nx &
Garcés-Mascareñas, 2016) refers to the unstructured, everyday encounters
through wh�ch m�grants gradually become part of the host soc�ety's soc�al fabr�c.
Act�v�t�es l�ke shared meals, cultural exchanges, or hobby groups enable
spontaneous but mean�ngful connect�ons. These m�cro-�nteract�ons can bu�ld
trust, fam�l�ar�ty, and a sense of �nclus�on over t�me—essent�al elements for long-
term �ntegrat�on.

The not�on of Spaces of Encounter (Valent�ne, 2008) emphas�zes the s�gn�f�cance
of publ�c and sem�-publ�c spaces where people from d�fferent backgrounds meet
and �nteract. These spaces—such as parks, commun�ty centers, or even shared
apartment bu�ld�ngs—become cruc�al s�tes for �ntercultural d�alogue. When such
encounters are regular and rec�procal, they have the potent�al to reduce
prejud�ce, promote empathy, and foster mutual understand�ng. M�grants who
�n�t�ate �nclus�ve act�v�t�es �n these spaces play a v�tal role �n shap�ng
env�ronments where commun�ty bonds can grow naturally.

Module 3 Encourag�ng Ne�ghborly Interact�ons

Resource: Penninx R, Garcés-Mascareñas B. The concept of integration as an analytical tool and as
a policy concept. Integration processes and policies in Europe: Contexts, levels and actors.
2016:11-29.
Valentine G. Living with difference: reflections on geographies of encounter. Progress in human
geography. 2008 Jun;32(3):323-37.
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Case Study: Know Your
Neighbor Project
The Know Your Ne�ghbor �n�t�at�ve, developed by the Dunaj D�alog Inst�tute, �s a mult�-
phase commun�ty engagement project des�gned to encourage ne�ghborly �nteract�ons
between m�grant commun�t�es and local res�dents. Targeted at m�grant workers and the�r
fam�l�es, the project seeks to bu�ld trust, mutual recogn�t�on, and belong�ng through
culturally mean�ngful acts of shar�ng and hosp�tal�ty. The project �s �mplemented �n three
symbol�c phases, each rooted �n both m�grant and local trad�t�ons:

Noah’s Pudd�ng (Ashure) D�str�but�on:
M�grant volunteers prepare and d�str�bute aşure, a trad�t�onal dessert from the�r cultures,
to ne�ghbors �n the�r local area. Th�s act of shar�ng food serves as an access�ble and
welcom�ng entry po�nt to �n�t�ate contact, express goodw�ll, and �ntroduce the�r
cultural her�tage.

Chr�stmas G�ft G�v�ng:
Dur�ng the Chr�stmas season, part�c�pants prepare small g�fts or handwr�tten cards
and del�ver them to the�r ne�ghbors. Th�s stage allows m�grants to engage w�th local
customs and contr�bute to the fest�ve atmosphere, re�nforc�ng a sense of shared
human�ty and celebrat�on.

Easter Exchange and Outdoor Inv�tat�ons:
In the f�nal phase, m�grant fam�l�es rec�procate by acknowledg�ng Easter through
symbol�c g�ft-g�v�ng and �nv�t�ng the�r ne�ghbors to jo�n a collect�ve outdoor act�v�ty
(e.g., p�cn�c, walk, or sports event). These shared exper�ences move the relat�onsh�p
beyond the doorstep and �nto a shared publ�c space.

Throughout the project, part�c�pants document the�r �nteract�ons through photos and
v�deos shared on soc�al med�a, ampl�fy�ng the message of �nclus�on and �ntercultural
sol�dar�ty. The s�mple act of knock�ng on a ne�ghbor’s door—repeated hundreds of t�mes—
translates �nto mean�ngful soc�al br�dges.

Outcomes:
Created low-barr�er opportun�t�es for contact between m�grants and locals.
Empowered m�grant part�c�pants to take �n�t�at�ve �n soc�al �nteract�on.
Fostered trust and fam�l�ar�ty through repeated, culturally sens�t�ve gestures.
Sh�fted percept�ons by present�ng m�grants as engaged, generous

commun�ty members.
Encouraged ne�ghbors to part�c�pate �n follow-up events, enhanc�ng

mutual �ntegrat�on.

Module 3 Encourag�ng Ne�ghborly Interact�ons 17



Activity Title: Taste of Home:
A Cooking Workshop for
Cultural Connection
Descr�pt�on
Part�c�pants are �nv�ted to cook a s�mple d�sh from the�r home country or
culture, �nd�v�dually or �n small teams. Wh�le prepar�ng the food, they share
the memor�es, mean�ngs, or trad�t�ons beh�nd the rec�pe. Once the food �s
ready, everyone gathers to enjoy the meal together, exchange stor�es, and
learn about the cultural s�gn�f�cance of each d�sh. Opt�onally, part�c�pants
can wr�te down the rec�pes and stor�es to create a small �ntercultural
cookbook or d�g�tal zone.

T�me Plan for the Act�v�ty
Steps:
1- Welcome & Introduct�on (10 m�ns):
Expla�n that food �s a un�versal language that connects people beyond
borders. Encourage part�c�pants to focus on shar�ng, not perfect�on.

2- Cook�ng Sess�on (45–60 m�ns):
D�v�de �nto groups or pa�rs. Beg�n cook�ng and storytell�ng �n a relaxed,
collaborat�ve atmosphere. Fac�l�tators can move around and encourage
conversat�ons l�ke:

“When do you usually eat th�s d�sh?”
“What memor�es do you assoc�ate w�th th�s rec�pe?”
“Is �t someth�ng you cook for guests or fam�ly celebrat�ons?”

3- Shared Meal & Cultural Exchange (30 m�ns):
Gather around a table, taste each other’s d�shes, and cont�nue the d�alogue.
Allow t�me for �nformal bond�ng and storytell�ng.

4- Opt�onal Wrap-Up (10 m�ns):
Offer the chance to wr�te or draw the�r rec�pe/story on a card. Collect the
cards for a shared rec�pe wall or booklet.

Module 3 Encourag�ng Ne�ghborly Interact�ons 18



When to use �t?
Ideal for the m�ddle or advanced stages of a commun�ty �ntegrat�on or
�ntercultural program to foster d�alogue, storytell�ng, and trust-bu�ld�ng
through shared cul�nary exper�ences.

Act�v�ty Type
Hands-on cook�ng sess�on, cultural shar�ng, storytell�ng, �nformal soc�al
�nteract�on

Sk�lls Adressed
Cultural express�on through food
Cooperat�on and teamwork
Oral storytell�ng and memory shar�ng
Informal language pract�ce
Empathy and �ntercultural understand�ng

Module 3 Encourag�ng Ne�ghborly Interact�ons

Activity Title: Taste of Home:
A Cooking Workshop for
Cultural Connection

Target Group
M�grants, refugees, and local res�dents (ages 16 and above)

Mater�als Needed
Access to a k�tchen or mob�le cook�ng stat�on
Ingred�ents for selected d�shes (part�c�pants may br�ng rec�pes or
�ngred�ents from the�r culture)
Cook�ng utens�ls, pans, cutt�ng boards, etc.
Aprons, gloves, and clean�ng mater�als
Tables and cha�rs for eat�ng and shar�ng
Paper cards or boards to wr�te rec�pe names and stor�es

T�ps for Learners
Share a d�sh that means someth�ng to you — �t doesn’t have to be fancy.
Be open to try�ng new flavors and ask�ng quest�ons.
Th�s �s about connect�on, not compet�t�on.
Somet�mes the best memor�es come w�th the s�mplest meals.
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Recommendations
about the module
V�deos 

Un�ty �n D�vers�ty – S�ngapore
A short v�deo ser�es showcas�ng efforts to bu�ld br�dges between d�verse
commun�t�es �n S�ngapore.
https://www.mccy.gov.sg/-/med�a/Un�ty-�n-D�vers�ty.pdf 

Module 3 Encourag�ng Ne�ghborly Interact�ons

Projects
Intercultural Gardens – Germany

A project encourag�ng �ntercultural exchange through commun�ty
garden�ng.
https://www.mccy.gov.sg/-/med�a/Un�ty-�n-D�vers�ty.pdf 

Academ�c Art�cles
M�grants' Commun�ty Part�c�pat�on and Soc�al Integrat�on �n Urban
Areas (Sc�enceD�rect)

https://www.mccy.gov.sg/-/med�a/Un�ty-�n-D�vers�ty.pdf 

Internal M�grants' Soc�al Integrat�on Through Commun�ty Volunteer�ng
(Oxford Academ�c)

https://academ�c.oup.com/m�grat�on/art�cle/13/1/mnae053/7967205?
log�n=false 
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Art as a Tool for
Social Integration

MODULE 4

"Art is not a mirror held up to reality, but a hammer with which to shape it."
Bertolt Brecht



Introduction
Art �s a un�versal language that can bu�ld br�dges where words or systems cannot.
Th�s module �ntroduces how art�st�c express�on—through pa�nt�ng, crafts, or
collaborat�ve creat�on—can support the soc�al �ntegrat�on of m�grants by foster�ng
d�alogue, empathy, and shared belong�ng. Through hands-on act�v�t�es and real-
l�fe examples, �t shows how commun�t�es can use s�mple creat�ve tools to br�ng
d�verse people together and turn d�fference �nto connect�on.

Theoretical Frameworks
Art-based �ntegrat�on pract�ces are rooted �n the understand�ng that creat�v�ty
transcends language barr�ers and cultural boundar�es. Accord�ng to Aesthet�c
Educat�on Theory (Greene, 1995), art�st�c engagement helps �nd�v�duals perce�ve
the world from mult�ple perspect�ves and fosters �mag�nat�ve empathy. For
m�grants, engag�ng �n art can be a way to process personal exper�ences, express
�dent�ty, and connect w�th others �n non-verbal yet deeply human ways.
The concept of Part�c�patory Arts for Soc�al Change (Boal & McBr�de, 2020; Kay,
2000) emphas�zes the role of collaborat�ve creat�ve act�v�t�es �n empower�ng
marg�nal�zed groups. When m�grants co-create art w�th local res�dents, they are
not pass�ve rec�p�ents of �ntegrat�on efforts but act�ve agents shap�ng shared
cultural spaces. These �nclus�ve processes contr�bute to bu�ld�ng trust, mutual
recogn�t�on, and a sense of collect�ve belong�ng.

Module 4 Art as a Tool for Soc�al Integrat�on

Resource: Greene M. Art and imagination: Reclaiming the sense of possibility. The Phi Delta Kappan.
1995 Jan 1;76(5):378-82.
Boal A, McBride MO. Theatre of the Oppressed. InThe applied theatre reader 2020 Oct 20 (pp. 134-
140). Routledge.
Kay A. Art and community development: the role the arts have in regenerating communities.
Community development journal. 2000 Oct 1;35(4):414-24.
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Case Study: The Unity
in Diversity 
The event, organ�zed by the Dunaj D�alog Inst�tute, was a part�c�patory art �nstallat�on
des�gned to v�sually represent the r�chness of cultural �dent�t�es w�th�n one commun�ty.
Th�s �n�t�at�ve �nv�ted m�grants, refugees, and local res�dents to co-create a large
collect�ve artwork—symbol�z�ng un�ty across d�fferences—through a s�mple but
powerful act�v�ty.

At the beg�nn�ng of the workshop, each part�c�pant randomly rece�ved the name of a
d�fferent country. The�r task was to research or reflect on a cultural symbol, landmark,
trad�t�onal mot�f, or pattern represent�ng that country. Us�ng fabr�c markers and pa�nts,
they then �llustrated the�r chosen symbol d�rectly onto a shared, large wh�te canvas sheet
(such as a bedsheet or text�le banner).

As the �nd�v�dual symbols were added s�de by s�de, what began as �solated nat�onal
�dent�t�es slowly transformed �nto a s�ngle, un�f�ed artwork—a v�sual metaphor for
�ntercultural coex�stence. Some part�c�pants chose flags, others pa�nted food, an�mals, or
arch�tectural elements. The spontaneous m�x of colors and styles sparked conversat�ons,
laughter, and cur�os�ty.

The event concluded w�th a c�rcle d�alogue where part�c�pants shared what they drew
and what they learned. Th�s clos�ng reflect�on helped re�nforce the �dea that wh�le
cultures are d�st�nct, they can coex�st and enr�ch one another when brought together
�ntent�onally and creat�vely.

Key Impacts:
Created an �nclus�ve, low-barr�er
space for collaborat�ve art�st�c
express�on
Helped part�c�pants learn about
unfam�l�ar cultures �n a playful, non-
judgmental way
Fostered a shared sense of ownersh�p
and pr�de �n a collect�ve outcome
Demonstrated how symbol�c
cooperat�on can v�sually and
emot�onally br�dge d�fferences
Prov�ded a last�ng artwork to d�splay �n
publ�c, spark�ng cont�nued d�alogue
beyond the event

Module 4 Art as a Tool for Soc�al Integrat�on

Resource: Dunaj Instytut Dialogu
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Activity Title: Paint Your
Story: A Coaster Decoration
Workshop for Cultural Sharing
Descr�pt�on
Part�c�pants decorate pla�n coasters by pa�nt�ng symbols, colors, or patterns that reflect
the�r culture, values, memor�es, or personal stor�es. Each decorated coaster becomes a
small "art�st�c �ntroduct�on" of the person beh�nd �t. After the creat�ve sess�on,
part�c�pants are �nv�ted to share the mean�ng beh�nd the�r des�gns w�th the group or �n
small c�rcles. Opt�onally, coasters can be exchanged as g�fts, creat�ng a tang�ble symbol of
connect�on and goodw�ll.

How to use �t?
T�me plan for the act�v�ty
1- Introduct�on:
Br�efly expla�n the purpose of the workshop — to
express one’s �dent�ty and cultural background
through art, and to bu�ld connect�ons across
d�fferences.

2- Creat�ve Process:
Prov�de part�c�pants w�th mater�als and encourage
them to th�nk about s�mple �deas (colors, trad�t�onal
patterns, favor�te places, symbols of belong�ng).
G�ve a few opt�onal prompts, such as:

"What symbol represents home for you?"
"Wh�ch color tells your story?"
"Can you draw a memory from your country or
new ne�ghborhood?"

3- Shar�ng Sess�on:
After decorat�ng, �nv�te part�c�pants to share the
story beh�nd the�r coaster w�th a ne�ghbor or the
group.
Encourage �nformal conversat�ons about cultural
s�m�lar�t�es and d�fferences.

4- Opt�onal Exh�b�t�on:
Arrange the f�n�shed coasters for a small exh�b�t�on
or photo documentat�on. Part�c�pants can also
exchange the�r coasters as fr�endsh�p tokens.

Resource: Dunaj Instytut Dialogu

Resource: Dunaj Instytut Dialogu
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Activity Title: Paint Your
Story: A Coaster Decoration
Workshop for Cultural Sharing

Resource: Dunaj Instytut Dialogu

Resource: Dunaj Instytut Dialogu

Module 4 Art as a Tool for Soc�al Integrat�on

When to use �t?
At the m�ddle or later stages of an �ntegrat�on or commun�ty-bu�ld�ng program to
encourage creat�ve d�alogue, cultural exchange, and last�ng memor�es among m�grants
and local ne�ghbors.

Act�v�ty Type
Creat�ve express�on, �ntercultural d�alogue, hands-on workshop

Sk�lls Adressed
Creat�ve self-express�on
Cultural exchange and storytell�ng
F�ne motor sk�lls and attent�on to deta�l
Empathy and �ntercultural understand�ng
Informal soc�al �nteract�on

Target Group
M�grants, refugees, and local res�dents
(ages 16 and above)

Mater�als Needed
Blank cork or ceram�c coasters
Acryl�c pa�nts, markers, or permanent pens
Pa�ntbrushes and water cups
Paper towels
Protect�ve table covers
Opt�onal: Varn�sh or sealant spray to protect
f�n�shed coasters

T�ps for Learners
Focus on express�ng feel�ngs or memor�es rather
than creat�ng a "perfect" des�gn.
Your coaster tells a story about who you are —
there �s no r�ght or wrong.
Enjoy the opportun�ty to learn about each other
through art!
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Recommendations
about the module
Projects

Mus�c�ans W�thout Borders – Europe-w�de
A project us�ng mus�c as a tool for peacebu�ld�ng and soc�al �nclus�on.
https://www.mus�c�answ�thoutborders.org

The Paper Project – F�nland
A commun�ty art project where refugees and locals create v�sual stor�es on
paper, explor�ng memory, loss, and hope through collaborat�ve workshops.
https://www.h�lma.f�/en/the-paper-project/
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Organizing Cultural
and Traditional Festivities

MODULE 5



Introduction
Th�s module focuses on des�gn�ng and fac�l�tat�ng publ�c celebrat�ons of culture
and trad�t�on as powerful tools for commun�ty �ntegrat�on. Cultural fest�v�t�es
allow d�verse commun�t�es to express �dent�ty, connect w�th others, and aff�rm
the�r place w�th�n soc�ety. When coord�nated mean�ngfully, such events help
foster soc�al cohes�on, promote mutual respect, and h�ghl�ght the shared values
that b�nd all res�dents—whether long-t�me locals or newly arr�ved ne�ghbors.

Theoretical Frameworks
Cultural �ntegrat�on �s not about eras�ng d�fference, but about cult�vat�ng a shared
space where mult�ple �dent�t�es can coex�st and contr�bute mean�ngfully.
Accord�ng to �ntercultural�sm theory, �ntegrat�on occurs most effect�vely through
�nteract�on, not �solat�on. Events rooted �n shared cultural celebrat�on become
tools for th�s �nteract�on, offer�ng both symbol�c and real spaces where respect,
cur�os�ty, and d�alogue are naturally encouraged.

From a commun�ty development perspect�ve, organ�z�ng cultural events promotes
�ntercultural�sm, a concept that encourages �nteract�on and rec�proc�ty between
cultural groups rather than pass�ve coex�stence. Accord�ng to soc�olog�st Em�le
Durkhe�m, r�tuals and shared symbols re�nforce collect�ve �dent�ty and soc�al
sol�dar�ty. Intercultural�sm values the contr�but�on of every group to a common
soc�al space. It enhances soc�al cap�tal, bu�lds trust, and creates opportun�t�es for
cooperat�on. Events l�ke Ž�jeme na Slovensku exempl�fy how carefully curated
fest�v�t�es can act as platforms for these �ntercultural d�alogues and �ntegrat�on
efforts.

Module 5 Organ�z�ng Cultural and Trad�t�onal Fest�v�t�es 28



Activity: Žijeme na Slovensku
Descr�pt�on
“Ž�jeme na Slovensku” (We L�ve �n Slovak�a) �s an �ntercultural fest�val organ�zed annually
�n Brat�slava by Spoločná cesta, �n collaborat�on w�th local partners. The event h�ghl�ghts
the contr�but�ons of nat�onal m�nor�t�es and m�grant commun�t�es l�v�ng �n Slovak�a.
Through trad�t�onal food, mus�c, dance, and storytell�ng, part�c�pants share the�r cultural
her�tage w�th the broader publ�c. The event �s held �n honor of the UN Internat�onal Day
of Human Fratern�ty (February 4), reflect�ng the values of compass�on, peace, and
coex�stence. It serves not only as a celebrat�on, but also as a l�v�ng demonstrat�on of
successful �ntegrat�on and commun�ty bu�ld�ng.

How to use �t?
Th�s act�v�ty �s des�gned as a large-scale commun�ty event and should be organ�zed �n
coord�nat�on w�th local stakeholders. Each commun�ty �nvolved takes ownersh�p of the�r
cultural presentat�on, wh�le the central organ�z�ng team ensures cons�stency,
access�b�l�ty, and v�s�b�l�ty across the event.

The act�v�ty can be repl�cated at reg�onal or mun�c�pal levels. It �s espec�ally �mpactful
when l�nked to a mean�ngful occas�on, such as a nat�onal hol�day or an �nternat�onal
observance l�ke the Day of Human Fratern�ty. Partner�ng w�th local author�t�es, cultural
centers or schools ensure �nclus�ve part�c�pat�on.

Resource: Spoločná cesta

When to Use �t?
Ideal for events a�med at �ntercultural
understand�ng and sol�dar�ty, espec�ally around
key dates l�ke Internat�onal Day of Human
Fratern�ty, M�grants Day, or local D�vers�ty Days.

Act�v�ty Type
Publ�c Commun�ty Event
Cultural Fest�val
Integrat�on In�t�at�ve
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Activity: Žijeme na Slovensku
Target Group

Members of nat�onal m�nor�t�es and m�grant commun�t�es
Local res�dents of all ages
NGOs, mun�c�pal departments, and cultural �nst�tut�ons
Students, educators, and youth organ�zat�ons
General publ�c �nterested �n cultural d�vers�ty

Sk�lls Adresses
Intercultural commun�cat�on
Event coord�nat�on and teamwork
Publ�c engagement and storytell�ng
Soc�al and emot�onal �ntell�gence
Collaborat�on and representat�on

Resource: Spoločná cesta

Module 5 Organ�z�ng Cultural and Trad�t�onal Fest�v�t�es

Mater�als Needed
Venue w�th publ�c access (commun�ty center, market hall, or square)
Stage and aud�o equ�pment
Booths or tables for cultural groups
Promot�onal mater�als (flyers, banners, soc�al med�a v�suals)
Food handl�ng suppl�es (�f offer�ng tast�ngs)
Volunteer coord�nat�on mater�als (badges, schedules)
Mult�l�ngual descr�pt�on
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Timeplan for the Activity:
Žijeme na Slovensku
1. Open�ng & Welcome (15 m�nutes)

Short speech by the organ�zers or c�ty representat�ves.
Introduct�on of the fest�val's goals: cultural connect�on, shared trad�t�ons, and human
fratern�ty.
H�ghl�ght the s�gn�f�cance of the Internat�onal Day of Human Fratern�ty.

2. Cultural Performances – Part I (45 m�nutes)
Stage performances: trad�t�onal mus�c, dances, and folklore.
F�rst round of commun�t�es present the�r cultural performances.
Fac�l�tator �ntroduces each act w�th a br�ef background.

3. Exh�b�t�on & Food Stalls Open (whole day)
V�s�tors walk around the venue to explore booths represent�ng d�fferent countr�es.
Tast�ng of trad�t�onal d�shes, v�ew�ng of trad�t�onal clothes, crafts, and cultural
d�splays.
Fac�l�tators or volunteers engage v�s�tors w�th l�ght conversat�on:

“What’s a typ�cal celebrat�on �n your culture l�ke?”
“What does th�s d�sh or mus�c mean to you?”
“How d�d you come to l�ve �n Slovak�a?”

4. Cultural Performances – Part II (45 m�nutes)
Second round of cultural presentat�ons by the rema�n�ng commun�t�es.
Poss�bly �nclude �nteract�ve segments (aud�ence dance or mus�c workshop).

Resource: Spoločná cesta

Module 5 Organ�z�ng Cultural and Trad�t�onal Fest�v�t�es

Resource: Spoločná cesta
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Timeplan for the Activity:
Žijeme na Slovensku
5. C�rcle of Fratern�ty (15 m�nutes): Short speech by the organ�zers or c�ty
representat�ves.

Symbol�c act where all commun�ty representat�ves and v�s�tors jo�n a photography
tak�ng moment �n a large l�ne.
Mus�c or poetry may accompany the moment as a gesture of un�ty.
A br�ef collect�ve reflect�on or statement may be read out loud.

6. Informal D�alogue & Clos�ng (30 m�nutes)
Space for m�ngl�ng, �nterv�ews, and reflect�on.
Volunteers or fac�l�tators can �nv�te guests to leave comments, memor�es, or
feedback.
Thank you notes and acknowledgements to partners and commun�t�es.

Opt�onal Add-ons:
Rec�pe Wall: Inv�te each commun�ty to share one rec�pe from the�r food stand.
Photo Corner: W�th trad�t�onal costumes and cultural props.
K�ds’ Act�v�ty Zone: Cultural crafts or language games for younger v�s�tors.

Module 5 Organ�z�ng Cultural and Trad�t�onal Fest�v�t�es

Resource: Spoločná cesta
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Recommendations
about the module
Projects

Cultural Compass – Ljubljana, Sloven�a
The Cultural Compass project fac�l�tates
�ntegrat�on of refugees, asylum seekers and
newcomers to Sloven�a through �mmers�ve
cultural tours, creat�ve and art or�ented
act�v�t�es �n Ljubljana. It �s relevant to show how
cultural events can serve as tools for soc�al
�nclus�on, wh�ch un�f�es newcomers w�th the
cultural her�tage of the host country and
re�nforces commun�ty cohes�on.
https://encc.eu/m�crogrants/cultural-compass-
for-refugees-asylum-seekers-and-newcomers 

Module 5 Organ�z�ng Cultural and Trad�t�onal Fest�v�t�es

Ted Talks
Curat�ng Commun�ty – Amy Blackmore

An �n-depth look at the role of commun�ty-dr�ven arts fest�vals that foster
and funct�on as cultural �ntegrat�on. Amy Blackmore has over 15 years of
exper�ence work�ng �n arts and culture. In her talk she h�ghl�ghts how such
events can break down barr�ers and help to bu�ld un�f�ed and more �nclus�ve
commun�t�es.
https://www.h�lma.f�/en/the-paper-project/

How Fest�vals Bu�ld Real Commun�t�es from Utop�an V�s�ons - Eamon
Armstrong

Explor�ng how fest�vals serve as commun�ty bu�ld�ng act�v�ty and soc�al
�nnovat�on for all groups �n the soc�ety. Eamon Armstrong �s the author of a
number of popular onl�ne art�cles about fest�vals and fest�val commun�t�es.
In h�s speech he d�scusses the potent�al of these meet�ngs to foster real-
world change by creat�ng spaces of �nclus�v�ty and shar�ng the common
purpose.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdOHIy8y7pE 

Resource: Spoločná cesta
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Projects through Art
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Introduction
Th�s module focuses on captur�ng and shar�ng the perspect�ves of m�grants and
local res�dents through a part�c�patory photo-based act�v�ty. Th�s act�v�ty offers a
v�sual d�alogue between cultures by �nv�t�ng part�c�pants to share what the�r host
country means to them through photography. These photos become storytell�ng
tools that connect personal narrat�ves to place, foster�ng emot�onal t�es, cur�os�ty,
and d�alogue.

The module �s espec�ally su�ted to co�nc�de w�th s�gn�f�cant nat�onal or cultural
dates (e.g., �ndependence days, local her�tage fest�vals, or commun�ty
celebrat�ons). These occas�ons prov�de a strong cultural frame w�th�n wh�ch
part�c�pants can reflect on �dent�ty, commun�ty, and belong�ng �n the�r new
env�ronment.

Theoretical Frameworks
From an �ntercultural�sm perspect�ve, cultural �ntegrat�on flour�shes through
mean�ngful �nteract�on, not forced ass�m�lat�on. When m�grants express the�r
exper�ences v�sually, and locals w�tness them, a d�alog�c space �s created. Th�s
v�sual exchange fosters mutual recogn�t�on and reduces symbol�c boundar�es.

Accord�ng to commun�ty development theory, espec�ally concepts of soc�al
cap�tal and rec�proc�ty, shared projects l�ke photo exh�b�t�ons �ncrease trust, bu�ld
networks, and re�nforce shared ownersh�p of publ�c space. Draw�ng from the work
of soc�olog�st P�erre Bourd�eu, cultural part�c�pat�on strengthens soc�al cohes�on
by enhanc�ng the symbol�c cap�tal of marg�nal�zed groups and enabl�ng the�r
vo�ces to be v�s�ble �n the publ�c sphere. Act�v�t�es l�ke "Eston�a �n My Eyes" turns
everyday symbols (e.g., landscapes, streets, people) �nto po�nts of connect�on and
empowerment.
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Activity: Estonia in My Eyes
Descr�pt�on
Th�s act�v�ty �nv�tes m�grants and local res�dents to express how they see and exper�ence
l�fe �n the�r host country through photography. It prov�des a v�sual platform for
part�c�pants to share personal stor�es, h�ghl�ght everyday moments, and reflect on the
mean�ng of commun�ty and belong�ng. Rather than evaluat�ng techn�cal photography
sk�lls, the act�v�ty emphas�zes emot�onal connect�on, symbol�sm, and d�verse
perspect�ves.

How to use �t?
Organ�zers �nv�te subm�ss�ons of personal photographs that �llustrate everyday l�fe,
landscapes, emot�ons, or commun�ty �nteract�ons. Photos are accompan�ed by short
capt�ons or narrat�ves and curated �nto a phys�cal or d�g�tal exh�b�t�on. Fac�l�tators use
the stor�es beh�nd the photos to gu�de reflect�on, d�alogue, and �ntercultural learn�ng.

Module 6 Collaborat�ve Volunteer Projects through Art and Culture

When to use �t?
Ideal for �ntercultural commun�ty events, exh�b�t�ons t�ed to c�v�c hol�days, m�grant
welcome weeks, or educat�onal workshops.

Act�v�ty Type
Part�c�patory Art Workshop 
Commun�ty Storytell�ng

Target Group
M�grants, refugees, local res�dents, young people, �ntercultural volunteers

Sk�lls Addressed
V�sual and emot�onal l�teracy
Storytell�ng and reflect�on
Empathy and perspect�ve-tak�ng
Publ�c speak�ng and presentat�on

Mater�als Needed
Cameras or smartphones
Pr�nted or d�g�tal gallery space
Projector or photo d�splay board
Reflect�on cards or storytell�ng prompts
Comfortable room for shar�ng sess�on Resource: SATU

36



Timeplan for the Activity:
Estonia in My Eyes
Week 1: Plann�ng & Promot�on

Def�ne project theme and goals
Select the exh�b�t�on date and venue (Make sure to al�gn w�th a cultural or nat�onal
celebrat�on �f poss�ble (e.g., Independence Day)
Create call for subm�ss�ons (mult�l�ngual)
Des�gn promot�onal mater�als (posters, soc�al med�a graph�cs)
Reach out to potent�al partners (schools, NGOs, commun�ty centers)

Week 2: Call for Subm�ss�ons & Outreach 
D�str�bute the call for photo subm�ss�ons (soc�al med�a, flyers, ema�ls) 
Host an onl�ne br�ef�ng or Q&A sess�on for part�c�pants 
Share photo prompts or gu�del�nes to �nsp�re d�verse subm�ss�ons

Week 3: Subm�ss�on Deadl�ne & Curat�on 
Close the subm�ss�on w�ndow 
Rev�ew and curate the photo subm�ss�ons (choose 15-20 �mpactful photos) 
Reach out to part�c�pants for short capt�ons or stor�es 
F�nal�ze log�st�cs for the exh�b�t�on (venue, setup, etc.)

Resource: SATU
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Week 4: Exh�b�t�on & Reflect�on Event
Set up exh�b�t�on (phys�cal or d�g�tal) 
Open the exh�b�t�on for publ�c
v�ew�ng 
Host an event for part�c�pants to
reflect on the�r photos (d�scuss�on
c�rcle or storytell�ng sess�on) 
Promote exh�b�t�on on soc�al med�a 
Gather feedback from attendees and
part�c�pants
Make the event �nclus�ve and
encourage publ�c �nteract�on w�th
the photos.
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Recommendations
about the module

Projects
Intercultural Gardens – Germany

A project encourag�ng �ntercultural exchange through commun�ty
garden�ng.
http://�nternat�onale-gaerten.de/ 

T�ps for Learners
Focus on the mean�ng beh�nd the photo more than the compos�t�on
Respect others’ stor�es and cultural express�ons
Be open to d�fferent ways of see�ng and exper�enc�ng da�ly l�fe
Ask thoughtful quest�ons and l�sten act�vely

Vo�ces from the Event

“I was amazed that ch�ldren were st�ll play�ng outs�de �n such cold weather.
The l�ght was so soft that day – �t was really worth go�ng outs�de!”

-Cla�re S�chel (France)

“We took the northernmost part of Eston�a away from the b�rds for a
wh�le.” Jury member Kr�st�na Amor noted: “Th�s photo �s amb�guous; each
v�ewer sees a d�fferent story. Lonel�ness and the search for answers can be
not�ced here, wh�ch can also be exper�enced by a fore�gner who has
arr�ved �n Eston�a.”

-Mustafa Özdem�r (Turkey)

“There are many wonderful th�ngs �n Eston�a: nature, order, secur�ty. Above
all, Eston�a offered us freedom, peace, and fam�ly un�ty. For that, we are
always grateful. But there �s another s�de to th�s co�n. A fore�gner �n Eston�a
has �ts own d�ff�cult�es. Th�s t�me I wanted to draw attent�on to the aspect
that �t �s autumn �n Eston�a. The photos I take rem�nd me of sadness,
lonel�ness, and homes�ckness.”

-Sümeyra Çatal (Turkey)

Resource: SATU
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Conclusion
Inclus�ve commun�ty events are not def�ned by scale or budget, but by �ntent�on
and heart. As you reflect on th�s �ntroductory module, cons�der th�s: �nclus�on
beg�ns w�th l�sten�ng and cont�nues w�th act�on. An �nclus�ve event does not
merely open �ts doors—�t creates spaces where people feel seen, heard, and
valued.

Throughout the modules, you had d�scovered concrete examples of how s�mple
acts—l�ke decorat�ng a room together, shar�ng a meal, exchang�ng cultural
symbols, or tell�ng a story through photography—can become powerful acts of
connect�on. These examples are offered not as prescr�pt�ons, but as �nsp�rat�on.
You do not need to copy them exactly; rather, adapt them to f�t your own context,
your own people, and your own v�s�on.

Remember:
A good event �s co-created, not top-down.
A welcom�ng space respects and reflects the d�vers�ty of those who enter �t.
Small gestures—l�ke a sm�le, a shared snack, a craft, or a k�nd word—can bu�ld
last�ng br�dges.

Module 6 Collaborat�ve Volunteer Projects through Art and Culture

Resource: SATU

We hope that th�s toolk�t has g�ven
you the foundat�onal m�ndset and
mot�vat�on to �mag�ne and organ�ze
events that foster belong�ng. Your
efforts matter. By creat�ng events
that are �nclus�ve and access�ble,
you contr�bute to stronger, more
un�ted commun�t�es—where every
vo�ce has a place, and every story �s
worth shar�ng.
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Community
INTEGRATION

TOOLKIT

Let’s begin.
Stay Connected for more resources and updates

on future �n�t�at�ves, v�s�t our webs�tes




